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decessor. The majority of its delegates were loyal to the
Navy and animated by the best spirit to do good. As
the Head Soldiers' Council was really opposed to the
agitation against the Squadron Command, it lost the
Mowing of the radical elements as soon as it ranged
itself on our side, whilst it was just what the loyal-
minded, who were attached to their officers, wished.
The new Head Soldiers* Councillor was unable to prevail
over this internal dissension as well. Two of his delegates
relapsed into the bad old ways of their predecessors but
aroused such a hostile feeling amongst the stokers of my
new Flagship that they decided to clear out voluntarily
and return to Germany. The remaining delegates who
were loyal to the Navy withdrew from the Head Soldiers'
Council of their own accord or were withdrawn, and in
the last days of the Interned Squadron the petty officer
mentioned above representing the Head Soldiers' Council
acted in its stead, This development of the Head Soldiers'
Council made my task of administration easier during
the remaining course of the internment and was of benefit
to the whole Squadron; the officers of the remaining
ships had also improved their status as a result of these
proceedings.